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Triple Crunch

Responses- bottom-up versus top-down
— Historically- LA21
— Recent example- Transition Towns Movement
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Policy Proposals




Triple Crunch

In 2008 the New Economics
Foundation suggested that:

 The global economy is facing

a ‘triple crunch’
P : : : BA Green New Deal
— a Credlt_fue”ed flnanCIaI CI"ISIS Joined-up policies to solve the triple crunch of the credit crisis,

— accelerating climate change
and

— soaring energy prices
underpinned by encroaching
peak oll.




Bottom-up meeting top-down to
tackle Triple Crunch?

e Sustainable New Deal
— Changing macro economic structures
— Green Growth

e Could also embrace and tackle:
— Soclal dynamics of consumerism

— Promote eco-citizenship
— Re-valuing quality of life



Previous ‘Bottom-up’ Approaches
and SD

 Agenda 21 devolved the task of promoting

sustainable development to local governments
through the LA21 Initiative.

 LA21 urged that all local government activities
should be directed towards the simultaneous
realisation of four core objectives:

— environmental protection/reversal of environmental
degradation

— eradication of poverty
— local participation of all sectors and groups in society

— the formation of global partnerships to support these
principles.



Problematic Top-Down

e Top-down centrally-led initiatives:

— Have shown limited progress for public support and/or
local level change/social adaptation

— Often ignore the potential of social economy

e Transition Town Movement:

— Might “provide an invaluable learning ground, giving
us clues about the potential for more mainstream
social change” (Jackson, 2009)



What is a Transition Town?

“In response to the twin pressures of Peak Oil and Climate Change,
some pioneering communities in the UK, Ireland and beyond are
taking an integrated and inclusive approach to reduce their carbon
footprint and increase their ability to withstand the fundamental shift
that will accompany Peak Oil” (Brangywn & Hopkins, 2008:3)
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Based on Four Assumptions

That life with dramatically lower energy consumption is
Inevitable, and that it's better to plan for it than be
taken by surprise.

That our settlements and communities presently lack
the resilience to enable them to weather the severe
energy shocks that will accompany peak oill.

That we have to act collectively, and we have to act
now.

That by unleashing the collective genius of those
around us to creatively and proactively design our
energy descent, we can build ways of living that are
more connected, more enriching and that recognise
the biological limits of our planet. (Hopkins, 2008:134)



History of Transition Movement

Rob Hopkins — Kinsale to Totnes
Transition Town Totnes (2005)
Transition Network website (2007)
Transition Handbook (2008)

Now have 206 ‘officially’ designated
In countries such as:

« England (50% of all TTs, mostly in
south), Wales, NI, Scotland, Ireland,
USA, Australia, Japan, Canada, Chile,
New Zealand, Japan, Germany,
Netherlands, Belgium (mulling)

Transition Timeline Book (2009)

THE TRANSITION TIMELINE

through a local, resilient future

Shauu Chamberlin
Foreword by Rob Hopkins

The Transition Timeline provides an invaluable ser of
tools thar will prove vital in enabiing wus to qucawkmdofmcuw It should be read by everyone, immediarety!”
—Panl Allen, Director of the Centre for Altemative Technalogy, and project director of Zero Carbon Britain
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Resilience In Transitions

Draws on concepts from permaculture and ecological
systems (work by Leven, 1999; Walker and Salt, 2007)

to stress the need for more localised systems, place

e — — —

specific, community-led, small scale \

— Diversity el 4
— Modularity I i, N
— Tightening feedback loops Lol /'f” K

“Rebuilding local agriculture and food production, localising energy
production, rethinking healthcare, rediscovering local building
materials in the context of zero energy building, rethinking how we
manage waste, all build resilience and offer the potential for an
extraordinary renaissance- economic, cultural and spiritual”
(Hopkins, 2008:15-emphasis added)






Step 1
Eomm a Steering Group and' Designi Its
Demise from the Outset.

NOTTINGHAM



Step we:
Awareness Raising...
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Step s:
Eermm Working Groups.
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Slide from TT
Training Event

Transition phases

Form initiating group

Form working groups

Initiator

Networking, partnerships

Initiating group
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Step 7
Develop Visible Manifestations ofi the
Project.

“Totnes, the Nut Tree Capital of Britain”. Tree Planting, January 2007.



The Totnes Pound
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Step G:
Eaciliiate the Great Reskilling

Powerdown.

Peak Qil / Climate Change,
Permaculture Principles, Food, Energy,
Building and Housing, Woodlands,
Water, Waste, Economics, The
Psychology of Change, Energy Descent

Planning...
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Step O:
Build a Bridge te Locall Govermment

Mottingham

A city we're all proud of

Motion on Peak Oil - December 2008

This Council [Nottingham City] acknowledges the forthcoming
iImpact of peak oil. The Council therefore needs to respond, and help
the citizens it serves respond, to the likelihood of shrinking oil supply
but in a way which will nevertheless maintains the City’s prosperity.

It acknowledges that actions taken to adapt to and mitigate against
climate change also help us adapt issues around peak oil.



Step 12:

Create an Energy: Descent Action

An energy descent
action plan is a
description of hew.
Nottingham will
mManage the process
off energy descent
oVer the next tiwenty
years, making a
Virtue out of a
necessity te become
a resilient community.
Where people are
nappier and healthier

Plan.
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Benefits of Bottom-up

Community Resilience
Awareness Raising
Ownership of Issues
Eco-Citizenship
Tackling Consumerism
Greater Participation



Policy Implications

 \We need a New Green Deal — particularly
a different kind of economic structure

e But we also need to tackle

— Rampant consumerism
« Values and Lifestyles which are un-sustainable
e De-coupling happiness from income
— Valuing un-paid work — boosting social
economy

e Is unemployment the absence of paid work or loss
of status derived from work
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